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SAVE OUR SKYLINE UPDATE 30 NOVEMBER 2011
REVISED TOWN HALL SCHEME APPROVED AT PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING
SOS COMMITTED TO CONTINUE FIGHTING DEVELOPMENT
1 December 2011 – At a Planning Applications Committee meeting held by Hammersmith and Fulham Council at Latymer Upper School last night, the Committee granted planning permission to King Street Development’s proposed scheme for the redevelopment of the Town Hall area.
This permission was granted in spite of huge opposition from local residents, including over 1,000 letters of objection from individuals, and objections from 38 local residents’ associations, heritage and statutory groups, including English Heritage and the Greater London Authority, and over 8,500 signatures to petitions opposing the scheme and calling for the retention of the cinema.
SOS and other groups will continue to fight this scheme, requesting that the scheme be blocked by the Greater London Authority or called in by the Secretary of State.  

John Jones, Chairman of SOS, said:

“While we are tremendously frustrated and disappointed by the decision of the Planning Applications Committee, we are hardly surprised. It only serves to demonstrate the arrogance of this Council and the inherent conflict of interest in the Council having power to grant itself planning permission for such a controversial scheme. We will continue to ask the Secretary of State or the GLA to use their power to block this flawed scheme and stop the very real damage that it will wreak on Hammersmith and the historic riverside. We call on residents to maintain the pressure by writing to the GLA and the Secretary of State to make their views known. 

“In short, this is a disgraceful deal, which shames Hammersmith and is particularly galling as all the Councillors that approved it live in Fulham!”
Write to the GLA asking them to block the scheme, and the Secretary of State, the Rt Hon Eric Pickles MP, to ask for him to call in the scheme: 
Giles Dolphin


Head of Planning Decisions, Policy and Partnerships Directorate

The Greater London Authority


City Hall


The Queen's Walk, 

London SE1 2AA

giles.dolphin@london.gov.uk

The Rt Hon Eric Pickles MP  

Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government

  


Department for Communities and Local Government

  

Eland House

Bressenden Place

London 

SW1E 5DU

eric.pickles@communities.gsi.gov.uk 
To see a list of points you might raise in your letter, please visit our website at www.saveourskyline.co.uk.
Don't forget to state clearly that you oppose the plans, and be sure to give the planning application reference numbers in your letter: 

· Main Planning Application Reference: 2010/03465/FUL 

· Listed Building Consent Planning Application Reference: 2010/03466/LBC 

· Conservation Area Consent Planning Application Reference: 2010/03467/CAC 

Please email a copy of your letter to us at isupport@saveourskyline.co.uk. 
About Save Our Skyline

Save Our Skyline is an alliance of Hammersmith residents, associations and amenity groups, new and old. What we share is that we are proud of our local area and want it to be the best it can be. 

For further information: 

www.saveourskyline.co.uk
contact@saveourskyline.co.uk

A quick reminder of what's planned:
King Street Developments has now submitted a revised planning proposal which will: 

· Demolish the 7-storey 1970’s Town Hall Extension 

· Demolish the 3-storey 1930’s Cineworld cinema, a Building of Merit, despite its annual 150,000 footfall and a petition of over 6,000 names in favour of its retention
· Demolish the 3-4 storey 1900’s apartment blocks belonging to Thomas Pocklington Trust (Cromwell Mansions is also a Building of Merit), and the 1950’s Friends Meeting House 

· Construct one 10-storey and one 15-storey apartment block containing 290 luxury apartments and four “town houses” - but not a single unit of affordable housing 

· Construct premises for Council offices and shops 
· Create a 2,000m2 supermarket (similar in size to Sainsbury's, King's Mall) - even though there are already 5 mid-size supermarkets within 500m of the site 

· Develop a "new" public square between the 1930s Town Hall and King Street  

· Construct a pedestrian bridge across the A4 to Furnivall Gardens and the river, with ramps/banks over 5m high 
Local, regional and national organisations or associations with objections or reservations about the plans:

· Ashchurch Residents Association 

· Barnes Community Association Environment Group 

· Brackenbury Residents Association  

· Brook Green Association 

· Cambridge Grove & Leamore St Residents Association 

· Cathnor Park Area Action Group 

· Digby Mansions Residents Association 

· Friends of Furnivall Gardens 

· Friends of Ravenscourt Park  

· Fulham Society   

· Granville Mansions Association

· Hammersmith Embankment Residents Association

· Hammersmith and Fulham Historic Buildings Group 

· Hammersmith Society   

· Hammersmith Mall Residents Association 

· Lord Napier Place Residents Ltd 

· North Barnes Residents Association 

· Old Chiswick Protection Society 

· Ravenscourt Action Group 

· Ravenscourt Society 

· Save Our Riverfront

· St Peter's Residents Association 

· Wendell Park Community Group 

· West London River Group (over 30 associations) 
· Save Our Cinema

· Cinema Theatre Association 

· Georgian Group

· Twentieth Century Society 

· Victorian Society  

· William Morris Society

· London and Middlesex Archaeological Society (LAMAS)

· London Parks and Gardens Trust

· Polish Centre (POSK)

· Society of Friends

· Thomas Pocklington Trust 

· West London Architects 

· English Heritage
· Greater London Authority

· Andrew Slaughter MP (Hammersmith)
· Zac Goldsmith MP (Richmond and North Kingston) 
